Detection and characterization of atopic allergens.
The aim of the research of atopic allergens is to gather knowledge in order to be able to identify and to characterize environmental allergens and to develop better allergen preparations for diagnosis and treatment of IgE-mediated hypersensitivity diseases. Allergens or allergen activity can be detected and characterized with several in vivo and in vitro methods. In vivo tests measure the biological allergen activity, which is the most important characteristic of allergen preparations. Chemical and some immunochemical methods do not directly measure allergen activity, unless human IgE antibodies have been utilized. Since all these methods have their advantages and disadvantages, more than one method would be favourable in characterization of an allergen or an allergen preparation.